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June 17, 2024

Dear FALCOM NATION,

1 hope that this latter finds you wel. This dialogue aims to address the lansut and provide you
with an update on our institution's financial sistus. As Vice Charr, | assumed the Chairmanshp
in January 2024, compleling the term left vacant by the former Chair, Justice James Parry, who
resigned for hesllh reasons, This change occurred when our cherished SAU fackd signficant
chalienges. a duty | mbraced to protact our insibution.

Qne example of our difficullies ocourred during 8 business meeting with influsntial Rakigh
business leaders. | accompanied SAU's Interim President, Dr. Marcus Burgess, o an invitad
dinner. In gllendance swere a television slation oner, a former edir of the local newapaper, a
prominant local developer, and execulives of anaiher local higher sducationsl institulian. Atter
exchanging pieasantries, the owner of the television station stalsd, Let's get to the betiom of
this: Raléigh doesn'l need two biack uninsrsitiss. We need the two to merge. | don't care whal
you callit. However, we need them both on SAU's property bacause we need donntown land o
expand the derrelopment footprint.” | lumed 5 the other uniersiy’s president in albendance and
asked, “Do you sgree wilh this?” She responded, “I'm going o reserva judgment.” | later learmed
that her Board Chalrman had floated the Idea of 2 *marger” to the former SAU Chairman three
or four waeks before the dinner, which he didn't take seriously.

ucitionaily, e local develcper staed, “You have no leverage in this shuation. You need fo
consider this as an option.” The doveloper informed us that the Raleigh businass community
sharad simiar sentiments, thus imiing our access to nancal resources. Foliowing a tonse
dialogus, rejaction of the propesal, and the condusion of dinner, we Jaft prampty. The next day,
an article and a nows repart highlighted the financial challenges SAU and other ragional HECUs.
in NC facad. Shortly after that, a targeted campaign against SAU ansued

Ghwn tha prasading, the Baard of Trustees and the administration aggrassivaly sought solulions
10 SAU's f5cal condition. Than, SAU family mmbers flad a Jagal complaint, aftacking the Board
of Trustees and members individuslly. Aflar carefuly naviewing the complaint that The Ssve
SAU Caaitban mambars had fled, | assure you hat this complaint is an inacourats
charaderizalion of my service on the SAU Board of Truslees, specifizally the stalement that |
was using SAU as a *Parsonal Fiogy Bank,” which ia untrua. it s s&sental o undersiand that |
am & 1995 SAU graduste, Student Body President, and a former Student Body Beard of
Truslaes mpresantative in tha final yaar of Iadership of the Hanarable Dr. Prazel R. Rosinson.
More importantly, | am the only son of my mother, Shirlsy Bouhnare, and the falher of 2
outstanding youny acults. It bothered me to harwe to sit with my immediate family and ciosest
frignds to explain e basaless implisd ailegalions that their father’s efforts to help something
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